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Literacy foundation to help low-income families

By ANGELA D. SYKORA
asykora@pioneerlocal.com

As a child, Brian Floriani
saw his father, & reading
specialist, go off to work
everyday not realizing the
fmportance of his job or the
profound impaet kis fa-
ther’s passion would have
on him when he grew up.

Books held a certainfas-
cination for Bernard P. Flo-
riani. Heloved to look at
therm, touch them and read
them, lots of them.

“I feel the same way ray
Pather did,” =aid Floriani,
who established.a non-prof-
it foundation i his father’s
memory to give children
from low-income families
the literacy skills they need
to keep up withi their peers
once they entey school,

The Bernard P, Floriani
Foundation held two events
in (Gurnee this weekend,
the “Links for Literacy Galf
Classic™ at Bittersweet Golf
Course and & “Children's

Chautaugua in the Park” at

Viking Park. which promot-
ed reading through a host
of ehildren's sforytellers,
authors and musicians.
Students from Warren
Township High School’s
Futurs Business Leaders
of Awrerica served as vol-
unteers. :

“Our_goal is fo have
avents throughoul the
vear,” naid Floriani, of Lake
Forest.

The other goal is to fur-
ther estahiish the founda-
" tion as 8 resulis-oriented
program that can trans-
form tke secio-economie
status of Iow-income fami-
lies in one generation
through early-childrood lit-
eracy programs.

Floriani said the founda-
tion seeks to partner with
other non-profit organiza-
tions such as the United
‘Way and the Boys and Girls
Club of America to offer
low-income families help in
preparing their children
for school.

The number of spoken
words a child from a low-
income family hears be-
tween the ages of D and 4
is 32 million less 2 child
from a middle-ipcome fam-

ily, said Floriani, a reading
specialist at a school in
Zion.

If a child begings sehool
having never heard a par-
ticular word and cannot
recognize it in print be-
canse it was never spoken
+to him, that child is slready
falling behind compared
with his peers, said Flori-
ani.

He believes there is a cor-
relation between low-in-
come households and chil-
dren who struggle to read
and comprehend.

“We are missing the boat
here. If a child je kinder-
garten does not know the
difference between a letter
and a number, they will
prabably he behind in their
reading.and by third grade,
might never cateh up,” said
Floriani,

“They could grow up hat~
ing to read and never learn
tobe a gatherer of informa-
tion,”

After his father died of a
tassive heart aftack atthe
zge of 58 In Sept. 2005, Flo-
riani said his life’s misgion
beeame clear,

A former professicnal

golfer, Ploriani quit & lucra-
tive job teaching at golf
schools in W. Palm Beach
and Lake Tahoe to hecome,
like his father, a reading
specialist for childran from
low-income families.
- T realized I felf go tauch
for these kids. It's not like
they were horn with any
different hardware than we
were. They just didn't get
enough attention before
school started,”

Wher the Bernard P. Flo-
riani Foundation began in
2006, its mission was to
raise funds for a different
charity every year,

The first event raised
325,000 for the Prader-
‘Willi Research Foundation.
Prader-Willi Syndrome or
TPWS, is a genetic disease
widely recognized as the
common genetic cause of
childhood obes

‘The foundation’s mission
later changed to focus on
children’s literacy and
reading.

It’s a family affair with
the extended Floriani fam-

ily working together.

This year’s campaign is
to raise $15,000 and collect
5,000 books for distribu-
tion to schools in need.

Half of the procesds
raised by the foundation
will beneflt the National
Education Assoctation’s
Read Across America pro-
gram.

To learn more or t0 make
a donation, visi¢
vrwwhernardpflorianifoun-
dation.org.
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#BO¥E: Megan Wong, 9, creates
bbbles during Stnday's festiv
tis, (Phote By Jos Suman/for
STNE)

SEFT: Abhy Savsky. 1, gels her
feet painted during the founda-
fion activities Sunday at Viking
Park. (Photo By Joe Shumanffor
STHE)



